CATHEDRAL AND PARISH CHURCH
heat by day nor cold by night, nor being soaked to the skin
does me any harm. But living in a house is bad for me and
I have got my first cold in the head for many years, probably
because I have been eating too much.
' You suggest that I should ask to return to India. I should
like to do so but (1) I am well paid, and may get more soon.
(2) Persia is usually regarded as a "dead end", but my
experience in the last year has been exceptional and may be
useful elsewhere. There is trouble in the air, with " constitu-
tions" hi Tehran and riots elsewhere: the oilfield is going
ahead: Lorimer is going on long leave: Cox might regard me
as deserting my post, and the only grounds I could give for
my desire to go to India would be personal and private.*
* (L., Dec. 17) The Times is bread and meat to me. I like to
know all about things hi detail. I like its authoritative articles
on Indian Tariff Reform, and double-column telegrams on
Persia, the Near East and Germany.
'I thought well of the Dean's sermon. One passage gave
rise to the reflection that the best motto for a school would be
"To you the future3*. I suspect him of being rather over-
whelmed by the ceremony of the Cathedral. At Mostyn
House School, Clifton and Sandhurst the ideal was collective
worship with a minimum of rites and ceremonies, which is
not that of the Cathedral with its railed-off choir and high
screen. I am not a reformer in this matter, but were I a
parishioner without ties to the Cathedral I should go to the
little Parish Church next door, if only to be free from the
tyranny of the organist, but would go to the Cathedral for
the sermon.
c I follow current legislation with interest. Are we not over-
zealous law-makers? Is Education so valuable that police
should be empowered to arrest bargees and gypsies without
warrant and seize their children? Is an Act to prevent
mothers from giving children beer " except for urgent reasons,
sickness, &c." likely to help matters ? What you are doing in
Worcester in the way of Infant Welfare, without an Act, is
far more valuable than what can be achieved by legislation.
' I am afraid that dead letter Acts will clutter up the Statute
Book and bring Social legislation into disrepute. I believe in
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